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Federal Judge Doubis Gond Fish -
cederalJudge Doubis Good aiin -
AN ~ ".“"""t . o iy s ; \o o ,-
~OF Agencies in Disclosurz Dispuia |
N N N STAT
s By ARNOLDH.LUBASCY e
> AFaderal judge criticized the Central | question ware so Sensitive that public |
IntelligenceAgencyand the Federal B dissemiration of not only the documents !
‘reanof Izrmtigaﬁmy:stem:yashem- thernselves, bt even an atfidavit de-|
fused to dismiss a lawourit sesking docu.|scribing thers, would endangsr the na-:
mentsabout a missing Soviet def=ctor. - ticnal secusity of the United States.” - |
" _The judge, Robert-J. Ward of the Dis-}- Judge Ward said the two agencies|
trict Court in Machattan, asserted in an could vithhold documents if they sub-:
11-page decision that the agencies’ ac.| mitted affdavirs that specifically de-
tions had given him' “sericus coubts | scribed the documents and explained;
iihbwt the competence of the F.B.¥. and | the justificaticn fornct disclesing thern. !
“the €.1A, to prepare atfidavits that ac.} - u'd'ge’ Confidence imishes - .- |
curately summarize the substance of] o 3 s oce Diministes. - . !
thédocuments.” .. : .. S Certain events that have oécurred
- 2Judge Ward issued the deciston in o | duriog the course of this action, he con-
suit filed by Reader'’s Digest to obtain| tinued, “have so diminished the court’s
documents under the Freedom of Infor. | Coufidence in the ability of the F.B.I.
mation Act about Dr. Nicholas George| 204 the C.LA. to Prepare proper affida.
Shadrin, who has been described a3 a | Vits that the court is wawilling to rely on
“'doubleagent” for the United States,  |2ffidavits that do not individually re-
~The judge noted that the magarine ﬁeythedocumer_xtsmq:uwt:m. st
sought the documents foranarticleand| He said a Government attorney had
bookonDr:Shadrin.aSovictnaval offi-| Informed the court that the investiga.
‘€er who defected to the United States in] tions bureau pessessed 750 of the docu-.
1959 and become an American citlzen. | ments, had released nene without dele-
He disappeared, apparently while on a tions, had relsased 220 with deletions
Spying mission for the United States, in|ard had withheld 5% complstely. Tha
A\/_iennasi::yumago.{;{e 0w .7 -|attorney sald the intelligence agency
o : Details Docaments .+ | Possessed 3,472, had released 660 writh-
T _SunSeeks. o ,0’- CHmeT _, | out deleticns and 195 with deletions and
: "The magarine's” syit seeks a’ court had withheld 2,617, . Ll

cies to provide a detailed atfidayit item-| “"However,” the judge continued,; “it
Izing the Shadrin’ documents and ex. pouired only 2 cursory review of the af-
plaining why thousands of them were | fidavits for the cowrt to determine that
beinz withheld, - S cmmselggrge deze%t'l.antsfhad grossly

The agencies contend that the Free. |Overstat € numoer of documents
dom of Information Act does not require | that had beenreleased in redacted form
them to provide any more of the docu- bytheC.IA. ST T
- ments, the judge noted. He said theyhad |- “The C.ILA- then filed an affidavit
submitted several confidential affida- |that stated that 124 documents previ. !
vits to him toexplain their position. - cusly. dssigratsd ag . having “been

L This procedure was. adopted, with |released in redactsd form had in fact
Reader'sD:g::t Consent,” he sald, “‘ba beenwithhe}d*intheirentirety,' meaning
cause the C.I.A.andtheF.B.I..tookthe that: only 71. documents had -been
position thatthe Shadrin docurnents | 0 | released in redactad form bytheC.I.A»_
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